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EDITORIAL

Editorial for proceedings papers

Here are the Proceedings Papers of the 2012 ALT Conference “A confrontation with
reality”, held in Manchester, England. Each paper reports on a piece of research,
possibly in its early stages, states a point of view or summarises an area of work,
perhaps giving new insights. This supplement contains 18 papers, an increase over
previous years.

The conference has five themes which are:

e Problem solving — finding effective solutions to technical problems and using
learning technology to solve institutional problems.

e Openness and sharing — methods and frameworks for collaboration and
sharing of knowledge and resources between practitioners and between
providers, and the evidence to justify this.

e Entrepreneurialism — moving resources from where they have low yield for
learning and for learners to where their yield is higher.

e Mainstreaming — applying learning technology on a large scale in pioneering
ways that enthuse learners and are welcomed by teachers and administrators.

e Sustainability — of technologies, models and approaches.

Problem solving is the bread and butter of learning technology practitioners. Two
papers look at new solutions to familiar pedagogic problems. Essa and Ayad (2012)
discuss how to use predictive and statistical techniques to identify those students
most at risk of not completing a learning programme — in a way that also helps to
identify an appropriate intervention to address the learners’ difficulties. Taylor (2012)
looks at the problem of using video effectively in a physiotherapy context to support
learners on placements, rather than relying on occasional face to face visits.

The other three papers on problem solving are more focussed on the actual
techniques being used. Mor and Craft (2012) report on a workshop looking at
all aspects of the evolving use of learning design — from tools through methods and
frameworks. Alsubait, Parsia and Sattler (2012) propose an ontological approach
to automatic generation of analogy questions in multiple choice format. Flavin
(2012) discusses, in part through survey results, the increasing role of disruptive
technologies — those that were not designed for education but have become widely
adopted by learners.

The largest number of proceedings papers is in the area of openness and sharing.
This area often coincides with the need to confront reality in terms of the limited
resources available. McGuigan and Golden (2012) report on the introduction of a
standardised online tutoring system for learners gaining a Teaching Qualification
in Further Education: the system provides generic email, blog and micro-blog
facilities and allows support to be roster-based. Cochrane (2012) reflects on three
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failed m-learning projects, identifying critical failure factors by comparing them with
a larger number of successful ones. A significant cause of failure is not updating
pedagogy to match the introduced technology.

Two further papers on openness and sharing have a discipline base. Reinhardt
and Rosen (2012) report on forming a national and international peer support group
through a website for medical exchange students. Naamani and Taylor (2012) reflect
on the use of podcasting in a vocational area, specifically Hairdressing and Beauty
Therapy.

When the openness and sharing is of ideas and policies the results can be of wide
applicability. In the policy area, McNeill (2012) analyses published social media
policies from 14 universities with special reference to the need to respond to demand,
whilst guarding against possible threats. Mor, Warburton and Winters (2012) look
at the use of workshops that share experiences in order to produce design narratives
and resulting design patterns, with a view to wider adoption. Finally, Heap and
Minocha (2012) analyse the results of a survey of scholarly bloggers which looks at
their motives for blogging and especially at the use of blogs as an effective way of
sharing scholarly knowledge.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, because in UK education the word is still widely viewed
with suspicion, entrepreneurialism attracted very few proposals for the conference
as a whole and only one proceedings paper. Narayan, Davis and Gee (2012) discuss
the entrepreneurial use of mobile Web 2.0 tools to reinvigorate two courses in
New Zealand.

For the conference as a whole, mainstreaming was the most popular area but
for proceedings papers this was not the case. Perhaps proceedings papers are more
ahead of the curve and hence potentially not on it at all. Two institutional
experiences in London are reported. Jordan (2012) discusses the introduction of
video for peer feedback and reflection at the University of the Arts, including the
important areas of training and dealing with student anxieties. Glover et al. (2012)
cover the simultaneous introduction of a new open VLE at City University with
its integration with other key institutional systems, such as those for external
information and for video streaming.

The other two mainstreaming papers look more to the future. Munnerley et al.
(2012) debate the social, cultural and technical issues surrounding the wider use
of augmented reality systems by both learner and teacher. Griffiths, Ogden and
Aspin (2012) discuss the near-future impact of HTML 5 and especially its support
for semantic content, giving scenarios for its use in transforming the learner
experience.

Also unsurprising in a UK context when reporting on a period when impact
is yet to become too intrusive a concept, sustainability was overall not popular
and attracted only one proceedings paper. Clayton (2012) reports on developments
in New Zealand towards mass customisation and self-reflective frameworks
following a government-enforced greatly increased participation rate in tertiary
education.

In covering such a wide variety of topics, the authors have identified tensions
between technology, practice, learner, financial, institutional and policy realities.
Their approaches have been innovative, but have been grounded in the need to
achieve results for learners. Together, these papers form a significant contribution to
confronting reality. Enjoy reading them.



ALT-C 2012 Conference Proceedings

References

Alsubait, T., Parsia, B. & Sattler, U. (2012) ‘Automatic generation of analogy questions
for student assessment: an Ontology-based approach’, Research in Learning Technology,
vol. 20, DOTI: 10.3402/r1t.v20i0.19198

Clayton, J. (2012) ‘Mass-customisation and self-reflective frameworks: early developments in
New Zealand’, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/r1t.v2010.19187

Cochrane, T. (2012) ‘Secrets of mlearning failures: confronting reality’, Research in Learning
Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/rlt.v2010.19186

Essa, A. & Ayad, H. (2012) ‘Improving student success using predictive models and data
visualisations’, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/r1t.v20i0.19191

Flavin, M. (2012) ‘Disruptive technologies in higher education’, Research in Learning
Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/rlt.v20i0.19184

Glover, 1., ef al. (2012) ‘A tale of one city: intra-institutional variations in migrating VLE
platform’, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/rlt.v20i0.19190

Griffiths, L., Ogden, R. & Aspin, R. (2012) ‘A profile of the future: what could HTML 5 do for
HE by 20157, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/rlt.v20i0.19199

Heap, T. & Minocha, S. (2012) ‘An empirically grounded framework to guide blogging for
digital scholarship’, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/rlt.v20i0.19195

Jordan, L. (2012) “Video for peer feedback and reflection: embedding mainstream engage-
ment into learning and teaching practice’, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI:
10.3402/rlt.v20i0.19192

McGuigan, A. & Golden, L. (2012) ‘Rules of engagement: developing the online tutor’,
Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/r1t.v20i0.19183

McNeill, T. (2012) ““Don’t affect the share price’: social media policy in higher education as
reputation management’, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/r1t.v20i0.
19194

Mor, Y. & Craft, B. (2012) ‘Learning design: reflections upon the current landscape’, Research
in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/rlt.v20i0.19196

Mor, Y., Warburton, S. & Winters, N. (2012) ‘Participatory pattern workshops: a methodology
for open learning design inquiry’, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/
rlt.v20i0.19197

Munnerley, D., et al (2012) ‘Confronting an augmented reality’, Research in Learning
Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/rlt.v20i0.19189

Naamani, C. & Taylor, L. (2012) ‘Beauty and the iPod — a story of contrasts and the use of
podcasting in vocational education — Nail Technology’, Research in Learning Technology,
vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/rlt.v20i0.19188

Narayan, V., Davis, C. & Gee, R. (2012) ‘Augmented learning — spreading your wings beyond
the classroom’, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI: 10.3402/r1t.v20i0.19200

Reinhardt, C. H. & Rosen, E. N. (2012) ‘Journal of astonishment — a tool to increase
satisfaction with exchange programmes’, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20, DOI:
10.3402/rlt.v20i0.19185

Taylor, T. (2012) ‘Preparing the foundations for video-based practice-placement support:
establishing the role from a students’ perspective’, Research in Learning Technology, vol. 20,
DOI: 10.3402/r1t.v20i0.19193

David Hawkridge
Open University, UK

Steven Verjans
Open University, The Netherlands

Gail Wilson
Southern Cross University, Australia




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


